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JING (ELLEN) XU | I Do Have Choices​

September 12 - October 4, 2026​
Opening Reception: Saturday, September 12, 2026, 5 - 7 PM 

  ​
I Do Have Choices, installation study, 2025–2026, acrylic and modeling clay on canvas, dimensions variable; each panel 6” × 6” × 1.2” 

​
JULY 15, 2026, GARRISON, NY— Garrison Art Center (GAC) presents I Do Have Choices, a solo exhibition by artist Jing (Ellen) 
Xu. Centered on Xu’s ongoing modular clay-and-canvas series of 120 small works, the exhibition brings together color-based 
clay paintings, earlier clay works including Turn Right, newly developed red-and-black pieces, and recent drawings. Across these 
works, Xu uses repeated circles, handmade clay rings, dense mark-making, and shifting color sequences to explore how small 
decisions accumulate into larger systems of form, memory, and attention. 

 

The title I Do Have Choices points to both limitation and possibility. In the central 120-part series, five colors are arranged in 
every possible sequence, transforming a simple set of conditions into a field of variation. Nearby clay works and drawings extend 
this logic through touch, line, and repetition. Some works feel cellular or bodily; others suggest maps, cosmic structures, or 
fragile architectures. Together, the exhibition presents choice not as a single dramatic act, but as a quiet, repeated process of 
making, adjusting, and continuing. 

 

EXHIBITION HIGHLIGHTS: All exhibition-related events are free and open to the public. 
Exhibition Dates:  September 12 - October 4, 2026​
Opening Reception: Saturday, September 12, 2026, 5 - 7 PM 
Artist Talk: Sunday, October 4, 2026, 3 PM​
 
“I am interested in how a very small action can become a structure,” said Xu. “In these works, I repeat simple gestures: forming a 
clay ring, drawing a circle, choosing one color before another. Each decision is small, but the accumulation creates pressure, 
rhythm, and movement. The title I Do Have Choices comes from that tension between limitation and possibility. I want the work 
to hold both vulnerability and persistence.”​
​
                                                                                             - more - 



Jing Xu received an MFA in Photomedia from the University of Washington and a BA from Xiamen University in China. Xu’s work 
has been recognized through grants, awards, exhibitions, and artist programs with organizations including Queens Arts Fund, the 
Asian American Arts Alliance, BRIC, Hamiltonian Artists, Skowhegan, the Newport Art Museum, Saltonstall Foundation for the 
Arts, Human Impacts Institute, and New York Live Arts. Xu lives and works in Queens, New York. 

PRESS CONTACT: Katrin Reifess, Marketing and Communications Manager, marketing@garrisonartcenter.org  

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: For information about exhibitions, classes, and other programs at Garrison Art Center, please visit garrisonartcenter.org or 
call 845.424.3960. The Galleries at Garrison Art Center are open Tuesday – Sunday, 10 AM - 5 PM. Connect with us at @GarrisonArtCenter. 
​
ABOUT GARRISON ART CENTER: Garrison Art Center (GAC), located in Garrison, NY, is a 501 (c) (3) not-for-profit arts and education organization founded in 
1964. GAC is committed to making a difference by providing access to the visual arts to a diverse audience of learners, professional artists, community 
members, collectors, families, and friends from varied ethnic, cultural, geographic, and economic backgrounds. 
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